
League Lines 

A publication of the Charity League      Winter 2009  

By Tammi Halvorson 

It has been a wonderful year for Charity 

League! I am excited to report that with 

your help and support, we raised more than 

$60,000 for Easter Seals West Kentucky. 

Additionally, we made a contribution of 

$25,000 to the new Noble Park special-

needs accessible playground and provided 

funds for the Paducah Parks camp for chil-

dren and teens with disabilities. We re-

ceived a wonderful letter from a mother 

whose child attended the camp on what a 

difference it made to her son. It is the little 

things like that inspiring letter that make us 

want to work even harder at our fundrais-

ing efforts. 

The Charity League has welcomed seven 

new members this year. We are proud of 

our new members and sad to see our five-year members 

taking associate status. It is amazing how quickly those 

five years fly by! It is hard to believe that I am in my 

last year. 

2008 was a ñFollies Year.ò  The long practices were 

worth it because ñHave a Nice Dayò was a great show 

with some awesome ó70s music. We had a great time 

working with Michael Cochran and the team from Mar-

ket House Theatre.  

Our members have had a busy year of donating their 

time volunteering for local charities. They have spent 

time at the child development and adult 

centers of Easter Seals, the Great Pumpkin 

Race, FEAT on the Street autism race, Ups 

and Downs Syndrome Buddy Walk and 

helped with the Starfish Orphan Ministry. 

For the first time, Easter Seals was able to 

sell barbecue at the Barbecue on the River 

thanks to the generosity of Magic Valley 

BBQ in Benton. They are a fine bunch of 

guys, and we had a great time working 

with them. That weekend gave us all fond 

memories of ósloppy taters.ô 

Our fall mixer was held at the home of 

Tracey Vandermeeden in November. We 

had a great time socializing and getting to 

know our new members better.  

Weôll end the year with our annual banquet 

on May 14 at Reneeôs.  If you havenôt 

thought about it, call some of your fellow League 

friends and join us. 

Although we have a strong and active membership, it 

is you, our associates that are vital to our success. Your 

support  of our endeavors is appreciated by so many 

people, from current League members to the children 

and families that are beneficiaries of your donations. We 

couldnôt do this without you. Thank you for making this 

year such a great one.  

I would like to extend a special thank you to Becky 

Haus, Mary Buchanan and Darlene Mazzone for serving 

as our associate advisers this year. 

Love to shop? Check out Bargain Fair March 20-21 

By Gina Leeper 

Bargain Fair 2009 is just around 

the corner.  

The event is scheduled for March 

21 at the Robert Cherry Civic Cen-

ter with doors opening at 7 a.m.  

Items are already pouring in, and 

they look great. 

 The committee is working hard 

to ensure that this will be a huge 

success, and that a lot of funds are 

raised for adults and children in 

need.  

Be sure to check out the Preview 

Party from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. March 

20. Tickets are just $10. Now thatôs 

a great deal to get first pick. Asso-

ciates will be able to preview and 

purchase items, plus enjoy food, 

fun and fellowship.  

We hope to see you there! 

Also, if you have found 

ñtreasuresò during your own spring 

cleaning, call any Charity League 

member to make a donation.  

Weôre also looking for donations 

to our silent auction.  

President shares details of exciting League year  

President Tammi Halvorson 

and her daughter Rose pre-

pare for the night at the Fol-

lies. 



League house undergoes extreme makeover 
If you havenôt driven by the League house, be 

sure to take a cruise on a warm spring day.  

Thanks to our Ethel Dubois Smith fund, we 

were able to do some major renovations on the 

house. 

 We put down all new flooring, updated the 

bathroom and even did a major remodel of the 

kitchen. We had a small open house in Novem-

ber, but we plan to have another one soon so 

associates can see the marvelous changes.  

We also poured a new concrete patio behind 

the house and plan additional landscaping. J-San 

landscaped the front, and it looks great. We ap-

preciate their landscaping and maintenance. 

The house did not have damage after the ice 

storm. 

Communications ... 

League members continue to receive meeting reminders and informa-

tion via e-mail. If anyone has a change of e-mail address or wishes to 

send a message to League members, contact Crystal Hutcheson at 270-

554-7729 or ch@5htech.com 

Website ... 

The Charity League Web site is a great resource for its members 

and associates. Information about our fundraisers can be found by 

navigating to www.paducahcharityleague.com.  

 Each passing fall and spring are bittersweet for mem-

bers as we say goodbye to old friends and welcome 

new ones into our lives.  

Last spring, we said goodbye to Stacey Davis, Kijsa 

Housman, Laura McGee and Leann Stilley. In the fall, 

Ginny Devine, Doreen Hahn and Kelly Harris re-

quested associate status.  

We are so grateful to these wonderful ladies for all of 

their hard work and contributions to the Charity 

League.  

 We were fortunate to welcome five new members in 

the spring: Amy Brazzell, Alanna Hughes, Karly 

OòGuinn, Mary Beth Orr and Elizabeth Wyatt. In the 

fall, we welcomed two provisional members: Johnna 

Davenport and Jennifer Shidal. We look forward to 

working with these ladies for years to come.  

 This spring, seven members will request associate 

status, and we will  seek six new members. If you know 

of anyone interested in joining  the League, please con-

tact any active member.  

League welcomes new members, bids farewell to others 

Associate Sherry Shadle, left, talks with active member Zoe Owen at the 

open house last fall. The league recently remodeled the house. 

Fall mixer ... 

Fall mixer was held at the home of 

Tracy Vandermeden on Thursday, 

Nov. 13, 2008. We had a cocktail 

hour from 6-7 p.m. while the ladies 

arrived for the evening. We enjoyed a 

warm and cozy vibe as we nibbled on 

items such as mini grilled cheese and 

shots of tomato basil soup. 

We had a brief meeting at 7, gave 

away door prizes and finally played a 

fun game. We also welcomed our 

new members: Johnna Davenport and 

Jennifer Shidal.  

It was a fun way for all of us to get 

to know each other better as we work 

hard to raise money for Easter Seals. 

We really enjoyed reconnecting with our associates at the open house 

in November. Those who attended received a sneak peek at the renova-

tions to the house. With a new look to the house, members and associ-

ates are invited to book the house for events. Please contact Emily Wil-

son with any changes of address or phone numbers at 744-6252 or 

eswilson@lourdes-pad.org. 

Associate outreach ... 



Snowball rings in the new year  

Charity League members rang in the new year on the stage of the Lu-

ther F. Carson Four Rivers Center with ñPaint the Town Redò at the 81st 

annual Snowball.  

Our guests seemed to have a great time celebrating the end of 2008 and 

the beginning of 2009. Some Snowball attendees even witnessed a mar-

riage proposal between Kenn Gray and Kendra Thompson on the stage. 

Now thatôs the way to start a new year. 

The Respectables from Nashville, Tenn., provided the music, and 

guests enjoyed a chocolate fountain from Simply Unique.  

The event raised $12,100 for Easter Seals West Kentucky and more 

than $2,000 for Starfish Orphan Ministry. 

New co-chairs Jordan Brown and Mary Beth Orr are beginning plans 

for Snowball 2009.  Thanks to co-chairwomen Marra McMillan, Kelly 

Smith and Kelly McNutt for a memorable night. 

Cookbooks ... 

We currently have two cook-

books in print: ñThyme to En-

tertainò and ñSeasons of 

Thyme.ò 

Businesses offering our 

cookbooks include Choateôs 

and Roof Brothers Wine and 

Spirits.  

Incoming members are re-

quired to sell their allotment of 

books. These books also make 

great gifts. Call any League 

member for your cookbook 

today or Laura Grumley at 

grumleys@comcast.net 

Follies help ESWK ôHave a Nice Dayõ 

Charity League members joined with talented community members for last 

springôs memorable performance of ñHave a Nice Dayò for the 2008 edition 

of the Follies. 

We enjoyed grooving to the sounds of the 1970s. Who can forget the con-

voy of singers wearing cardboard boxes painted as tractor-trailers in far out 

colors. Or the solos of talented performers such as Cheri Paxton and Steve 

Schwetmann.  

Thanks to the communityôs generosity and associates, we raised $40,000 

for Easter Seals, making the latest rendition of the Follies as one of the most 

successful on record. 

Leann Stilley, Kendra Payne and Julia Garrett served as co-chairmen and 

put in a tremendous amount of work. Thanks to all the performers and crew. 

Mrs. Sarah D. Russell, a 
Charity League associate 

now living in Nashville, 
Tenn., again generously do-
nated $25,000. Mrs. Rus-

sellôs donation continues to 
support the ESWK physical 
therapy scholarship program. 

This program allows ESWK 
to serve more children and 
their families.  

The Charity League and 
Easter Seals appreciate the 

continued support from Mrs. 
Russell and her family.  

Thank you! 

Snowball guests dance the night away. 

Veteran performers rehearse for the 2008 edition of the Follies. Photo courtesy of The 

Paducah Sun. 
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Charity League Board Members 2008 -09  
 

President    Tammi Halvorson  

President -Elect    Ashley Johnson  

Past President    Kelly Harris 

Recording Secretary   Kendra Payne  

Corresponding Secretary  Lisa Massey 

Bylaws Secretary   Julia Garrett  

Treasurer   Heather Baer  

Treasurer-Elect    Laura Grumley  

Historian    Leigh L. Wright  

Associate Outreach   Emily Wilson 

Membership    Amy McReynolds  

 

Members At Large  

Snowball 2008    Marra McMillan, Kelly Smith and Kelly McNutt  

Bargain Fair    Gina Leeper, Shannon Puckett and Meghan Hurley  

 

Associate Advisers   Mary Buchanan  

    Becky Haus  

    Darlene Mazzone  

The mission of the nonprofit volunteer organization Charity League, Inc., includes raising funds for 

Easter Seals West Kentucky and assisting other local nonprofits for the care of children, women and oth-
ers in need.  

Our foremost purpose is in financially assisting ESWK and other charities, while also creating a legacy 

of friendship and community with whom we work.  


